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SECTION A: 

Section A consists of one compulsory question. ALL CANDIDATES MUST ATTEMPT THIS 
QUESTION. You may NOT substitute this question with a question of your choice. 

Question 1 50 marks 

Evaluate Yuval Harari's {2024) argument that the power of information and its 
technologies are not necessarily serving humans well. Debate or support Harari's claims 
based on your own experience, and use the following points to structure your answer: 

(a) Detailed presentation of Harari's argument ........................................ = 10 marks 
{b) Your critique of Harari's argument ........................................................ = 10 marks 
(c) "New technologies like Al that have the potential to escape our control and 

enslave or annihilate us ... " {Harari, 2024:xi, Nexus, Fern Press) .......... = 10 marks 
(d) "We are on the verge of ecological collapse" - What did Harari mean by saying 

this? .............................................................................................................. = 10 marks 
(e) Summarise and critique "the naYve view of information" discussed by 

Harari .......................................................................................................... = 10 marks 

SECTION B: ANSWER TWO QUESTIONS ONLY 

Question 2 25 marks 

(a) Identify and contrast two messages you have encountered that represent differences 
between the naYve and more complete historical views of information, and explain 
how more content does not necessarily mean better 
engagement .......................................................................................................... (14 marks). 

(b) Discuss the merits or demerits of the following statement that "unchecked Al 
advancement could culminate in a large-scale loss of life ... and the marginalisation 
or even extinction of humanity" {Harari, 2024:xxi) ....................................... (11 marks). 

Question 3 25 marks 

(a) Discuss, with relevant examples, the benefits of using statistics in your public 
communication ................................................................................................. {4x2 = 8 marks) 

(b) Account for the importance of evidence in justifying the truthfulness of your 
messages, giving relevant examples ........................................................................ {8 marks) 

(c) Why do you think there is less trust in the media across the world today? {4 marks) 
(d) What might media practitioners do to reduce this deficit in trust? ................. {5 marks) 
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Question 4 25 marks 

List and explain how enduring traits of media practice (incumbency) help practitioners 
survive the changes brought about by digitalisation. 

Question 5 25 marks 

Discuss the possible opportunities and limitations that might face an opposition party that 
is trying to promote its policies in each of the following types of media platforms: 

1. Community radio station .................................................................................. 8 marks 
2. Public media in Namibia .................................................................................... 9 marks 
3. State media .......................................................................................................... 8 marks 

End of examination question paper Total: 100 marks 
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